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D ear Friends. 

T he image we project to the world can be very important to many of us. We want to 
keep up appearances and give the impression that all is fine, that we are managing 

fine, even if at times beneath the surface of our lives there is a quiet despair and 
emptiness. But there is more to life than keeping up appearances, and sometimes we 
forget that God sees everything beneath the surface of our lives, he sees into our 
hearts and we can never pull the wool over his eyes. And that need not be a 
threatening thing but a liberating thing, if we recognise that God is a loving Father who 
wants the best for us. As we open our hearts towards him he can help resolve some of 
the tensions within our lives and bring a new healing and  wholeness to us. God is 
looking for genuine people who admit their needs and brokenness and allow him to be 
part of the answer to their needs. It saddens him when people put a mask on and try 
and project a good image, while under the surface they are very different – especially 
when they put unrealistic demands on others. 
 

J esus had particularly harsh words for the religious leaders, the Pharisees, whom he 
saw as heaping unrealistic demands upon the people. You will find some of his 

harshest words in Matthew 23. Their trouble was that they were trying to make 
themselves acceptable to God by following God’s laws - and many other man-made 
laws that they added on to the list. And in the process they had lost touch with the God 
of love and grace who was behind the laws.  He called them hypocrites, because they 
were good at putting up a good front while actually their lives were riddled with pride 
and self-righteousness. They had forgotten that God looks on the heart.   
 

G od is not just in the business of tinkering around on the surface of our lives, helping 
us out of difficulties that we find ourselves in. He wants to change our hearts. His 

words to us in the Bible can do a lot to change us as we allow them to come alive inside 
us. In Proverbs 4.20  God says to us, ‘Listen to my words. Never let them get away from 
you. Remember them and keep them in your heart. They will give life and health to 
anyone who understands them. Be careful how you think; your life is shaped by your 
thoughts.’ If we allow negative thoughts to rule in our lives they will knock us down and 
lead us to despair. 
 

B ut God has thrown us a life-line, and it doesn’t just come to us in the form of words 
to us – but even more so in his living Word to us, Jesus Christ. The Word that 

became flesh amongst us, and brought the life of God to us in word and deed. The 
Word that still comes to us to take up residence in our hearts and change us from 
within. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians has much to say on this. This is much more than 
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seeing Christ as an example, someone we should aspire to copy and follow. It talks 
about the very life of Christ being birthed within us, receiving something of God within 
our very beings as his Spirit comes to take up residence in our hearts and lives. Christ 
seeks to transform us more and more into his image, making his strength available to 
us to nourish us on life’s journey. That is the way to victory and inner peace. God 
wants to give us a new heart and channel his love into our lives and through our lives 
to others. We will then find the old insecurities disappearing and no longer feel the 
need to hide behind any masks. 
 

Y ou will soon be welcoming Alison Burnside as your new minister. It has been good 
to share your journey over the past couple of years. May you take Alison and her 

family into your hearts and allow God to open up to you the next stage of your journey 
as a church family. 
 

W ith all good wishes, 

D avid Bartholomew. 

 

 

Travellers’ Tales 

 

Many of us of a "certain age" will remember learning John Keat's 
poem "Old Meg she was a gypsy" at school. But how many know 
that the poem was written at Auchencairn. Keats and his friend 
Charles Brown were on a Scottish walking tour and Charles had 
been talking of Sir Walter Scott and his novel Guy Mannering, 
where one of the main characters is the gypsy Meg Merrilies. As 
they rested among the wild flowers beside the rocky shore at 
Auchencairn Keats suddenly exclaimed "without a shadow of doubt 
this is where Meg has often boiled her kettle" and began to write 
the poem. That night he posted it to his sister Fanny. The 3rd of 
July 1818. 200 years ago!  

 

Another travellers tale. A tinker used to camp near the Tynron manse and one night his 
donkey died. Moving on, the tinker left the corpse. The minister got in touch with the 
sanitary inspector informing him of the death and requesting him to get rid of the don-
key. The inspector replied stating that he had always understood that one of the first 
duties of a parish minister was to bury a deceased parishioner. The minister quickly re-
sponded I have already performed the first duty of a parish minister by informing the 
next of kin.  

Margaret Shanks 



 

 

Bengairn Word Alive  
 
The group are currently taking a summer break after finishing working through 
Scripture Union's 'Essential Jesus' together. There has been a lot of interesting 
discussions, laughter and encouragement for, and from, all who attend. We will wait 
until our new minister is inducted before resuming meeting when we will welcome 
back all who have been a part of Bengairn Word Alive in the past, and of course there 
is a warm welcome awaiting anyone who has yet to give it a try! 

Bengairn Parishes Guild  
 
At our April meeting we were delighted to welcome Mrs Hazel Campbell who spoke 
about the origins of Spring Fling and of her involvement with it through the years. We 
then had the privilege of seeing an artist at work. Using bamboo as brushes Hazel 
outlined a corner of Rhonehouse village, we certainly look forward to seeing the fin-
ished work. This was a memorable demonstration from a talented lady. Perhaps Hazel 
wakened hidden talents among the members as at our outing to Mossyard Pottery we 
were soon busy with paints, brushes etc. decorating  mugs, plates, jugs in colourful 
designs, We can thoroughly recommend this experience. Lunch was enjoyed at Gate-
house.  
We look forward to more colour when we visit Gelston Castle for our summer walk in 
the gardens.  
 
Our syllabus for next session is taking shape with speakers to appeal to all and we 
particularly look forward to meeting with Rev Allison Burnside. Elsewhere in the mag-
azine is a poem which I hope will amuse you, enlighten you and who knows, encour-
age you to become a Guild member. 
 
Acts 27, verse 23: 'Whose we are and Whom we serve.'  
Margaret Shanks 

Oh No!   What’s happened! 

This was the cry which went up as the first people arrived 
at Auchencairn Kirk on Good Friday for the evening ser-
vice.  Entering by the back door they were faced with an 
enormous amount of white plaster lying from one side of 
the chancel steps to the other.  Luckily there was more 
than half an hour before the service and with brush and 
vacuum everyone jumped to the task of cleaning up.  As 
there was still the possibility of more plaster falling the 
service took place at the back of the church.  A very cosy 
and meaningful gathering. 

Builders were called in to remove the rest of the loose 
plaster and make it safe and it was found that there was 
wet rot in some of the beams.  These have now been re-
paired at a considerable cost and the rest of the plaster 
removed.  Many members have said that they think that 
the chancel area looks better without the plaster.  It is 
more in keeping with the rest of the church. 



 

 

 

The Guild  

Have you ever thought about the Guild, 
Have you ever wondered what they do? 
I expect Granny was a member and Aunty Edith too, 
Which is probably the reason you think its not for you. 
 
They don't have a secret password , no strange initiation rite, 
But Christian love for all is their beacon light, 
You are no doubt now thinking "they're too old, to get involved " 
But age is just a state of mind, not a problem to be solved. 
Some maybe past their Sell By Date , but that's no fault of theirs. 
So find out more and come along, fill up those empty chairs! 
 
We meet in Kelton Kirk room the second Wednesday of each month, 
The welcome warm and friendly - we're not a cliquey bunch, 
We have interesting speakers, some times its D.I.Y , 
And always tea and biscuits, so go on, give us a try. 
 
 
Adapted by Margaret Shanks. 

 

There is light at the end of the tunnel 
 
Yes the tunnel of another vacancy is coming to an end. We have to thank the nomi-
nating committee for their work and for their success in finding an applicant who is 
now going to be our new minister. 
 
Unfortunately with the Moderator of Presbytery being on holiday the induction of the 
new minister will not be until the 20th September. The session agreed that because 
of the on site facilities the induction and social will take place at Castle Douglas 
Church and in the hall there. We hope as many as possible will attend to formally 
welcome Rev Alison Burnside to the Bengairn Parishes linked with Castle Douglas. 
 
We also have to express a great thanks to our interim Moderator Rev Dr David Bar-
tholomew, our locum minister Rev Dr John Lochrie, our attached OLM Rev Oonagh 
Dee, and of course Nicky Smith – a member of our congregation and a Reader within 
the Presbytery - who all kept us going during the vacancy, and at times did duty well 
above what was agreed. 
 
As we begin a new chapter in our congregational life we look forward hopefully to a 
long and fruitful relationship with our new minister at the helm. 
 
Peter Gladstone 
Session clerk 



 

 

22 August      A Treat in Store 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1963 George was appointed organist and Master of Choristers at Paisley Abbey. 
 
For over six decades, his outstanding contribution to the musical life of Scotland has 
included regular roles as soloist and conductor with The Royal Scottish National Or-
chestra and the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra.  Broadcasts for the BBC, and re-
cordings with Decca, EMI, Abbey and Regent labels, both as soloist and with Paisley 
Abbey Choir, have been highly acclaimed. Further afield, he has undertaken many re-
cital tours in Europe, the United States and Canada, also directing summer courses 
for choristers. 
 
In recognition of his services to Church Music in Scotland, he was made a Fellow of 
the Royal School of Church Music in 1991, and in 1995 was awarded MBE.  An honorary 
Doctorate by the University of Paisley followed in 1997. 
 
 
 
 

 Robert's skills as a freelance teacher of piano, singing 
and musicianship have been highly valued and sought 
after by several generations of students in and 
around Dumfries. 
 
As a singer, he is much in demand both locally and 
nationally, having developed an extensive and rich 
repertoire in a variety of musical styles.  On several 
occasions Robert has been guest soloist with Kirkcud-
bright Choral Society.  Recent solo recitals with his 
regular accompanist, Katharine Durran, have been 
highly acclaimed. Robert has taken part in perfor-
mances with George McPhee on many occasions, in 
Dumfries, Kirkcudbright, Paisley Abbey....and Kelton. 
 
This is definitely a treat not to be missed and tickets 
priced at £5.00 can be obtained at church or by send-
ing an sae with cheque made out to The Bengairn 
Parishes,  to Mrs Gladstone, Lansdowne, 93A St Mary 
Street, Kirkcudbright, DG6 4EL. 

We are very much looking for-
ward to the return to Kelton of 
George McPhee and Robert Lind 
on Wednesday 22 August.  Both 
are well known in this area 
having performed at various 
venues over the years and, of 
course, coming from Dumfries, 
Robert is more or less a local. 

 

Robert Lind 

Dr George McPhee 



 

 

 

Interim Moderator 
Rev Dr David Bartholomew 
Tel: 01644 430380 
 
Locum Minister  until 21 September 
Rev Dr John Lochrie, 07791909750 
 
Minister Rev Alison Burnside (from 21 Sept) 
01556 505983 
 
Attached Ordained Local Minister 
Rev Oonagh Dee   Tel: 01556 620001 
 
Session Clerk Mr Peter Gladstone 
01557 330158     e. gladst@live.co.uk 
 
Clerk to the Congregational Board 
Mrs Brownie Wright, 01556680251  
e. wrightbrownie@gmail.com 
Miss Jean Brown (Minute Secretary)  01557 
500268 
 
Treasurer and Gift Aid 
Mrs M Dunlop,  01556 502616    
e. midkelton@hotmail.com 
 
Organist  
Auchencairn:  Mr Peter Gladstone,        
01557 330158 

Kelton:  Mrs Eileen Cawthorne,     
01557 860249 
 
Property Convenor 
Mr D Henry  01557 330462 
   
 
Free Will Offering Administrator 
Mr W Hean  e. wr.hean@btinternet.com 
J Henry  01556 640214 
 
Presbytery Elder 
Mrs Rosemary Gladstone 
01557 330158  e.  rosemaryglad-
stone@gmail.com 
 
Bengairn Guild  
Secretary -  Mrs Margaret Shanks 01556 
502956 
 
Church Website -  bengairnparishes.org.uk 
Editor Mr R Bellamy     
e. RichardB61@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor and Safeguarding Officer 
Mrs Rosemary Gladstone 
01557 330158    
e.  rosemarygladstone@gmail.com  
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T he end draws near 

O ur time with you is coming to an end. It is hard to realise that we have been with 
you for two years.  During this time, we have made many friends and should wish 

to thank you all for the welcome and support we received. However, this is a time to 
be looking forward, not back.  
 

O n the 20 th of September you will embark on a new journey with Alison Burnside. 
I am sure that she will have ideas of where she would wish to take you in the 

coming months. Never forget that you are entering into a new partnership, so even if 
things change try to be prepared to embrace it, not fear it as so often we do. We 
have to remember that like any body the church should always be seeking to grow, 
and growth inevitably involves some measure of change. After all in this life nothing 
ever remains the same for long.  
 

W e wish you well and look forward to hearing of the great things being done in 
The Bengairn Parishes. 

 
 

J ohn and Charlotte Lochrie 
 

 
 
John and Charlotte will be moving from the manse to Airieland at the beginning of Au-
gust where there will be no landline or email.   Please note that if you need to con-
tact John from 1 August until Alison starts you should telephone him on 07791909750 . 



 

 

 

Church Diary 

Aug 19 Abbey Service  Dundrennan  3pm 
 
Aug 22 Organ Recital Kelton 7 pm 
 
Sep 20   Induction of Rev A Burnside 
  Castle Douglas Parish Church           
  7pm 
 

Oct  21 Communion Kelton 
 
 

Aug  
05 (K) (L)  R Ramsay   J Jardine 
12  (A) (L)  Nicky Smith   J Hendry 
19  (K) (L) Kate Smith  J eanette Walker 
26 (A) (B) P Davis   Freda McCubbin 
 
Sept  
02  (K) (D&L) Jean Brown Brownie Wright   
09 (A) (L) D Henry   K Ross 
16 (K) (B) R Bellamy   Rosemary Gladstone 
23 (A) (Mary Ellen Thomas)  W Hean  Carol Ashton 
30 (K) (AB)  A Campbell   Agnes Ross 
 
Oct  
07 (K) () W Kennedy   A or M Dunlop 
14 (A) () F Twiname Margaret Shanks   
21 (K) () A Hyslop   Evelyn McArthur 
28 (A) () R Ramsay   J Jardine  

 
Nov  
04 (K) () Nicky Smith   J Hendry 
11 (A) () Kate Smith   Jeanette Walker 
18 (K) () D Henry   K Ross 
25 (A) () P Davis   Freda McCubbin 
Dec  
02 (K) () Jean Brown Brownie Wright   
09 (A) () R Bellamy   Rosemary Gladstone 
17 (K) () W Hean   Carol Ashton 
23 (A) () A Campbell   Agnes Ross 
30 (A) () F Twiname Margaret Shanks   

Parish Register 

It is with sadness that we record the passing of the following members of the Parish 
over the past few months. 

Marleen Walker, Hilary Neil and Mary Gordon from Auchencairn, Freddie Maitland 
from Dundrennan, 

Samuel Paterson, Palnackie, Natasha Benson, Bridge of Dee, and Findlay Craig, 
Buittle.  



 

 

 

Long warm days... The pace of life 
slows... A time for picnics and rest in the 
shade...  
 
 
Lord, help me to rest awhile in the 
cooling shade of your presence. Slow 
down my restless heart and fill me with 
gentle compassion for all your people.  
 
As we look forward to a new ministry we 
ask your blessing on David, John, Oonagh 
and Nicky and thank you and them for all 

they have done for us 
over the past years. 
 
Help us to welcome Alison 
and her family; to enfold 
them in our church family 
and to work with her to 
promote your message for 
the good of all. 
 
Lord,  we ask for your blessing 
 
Amen 

 
Items for the next newsletter should be given to the Editor IN WRITING at Church, by e-mail to rosemarygladstone@gmail.com or by 
post  

to Mrs R Gladstone, Lansdowne, 93A St Mary Street, Kirkcudbright, DG6 4EL.    Contributors should give contact details in case of any 
queries. 

Dear Friends, 
 
Ephesians 2.8-9 “For it is by Grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast”. 
 
I delight in the truth of those words; Grace abounds! 2 years ago I was in shock with 
the news that our then Minister was leaving. I’m now in delight! that a new Minister is 
coming in September. 
 
For me the timing is a real blessing; we are due to be grand-parents again, (after a 24 
year gap!) at the end of August and I know I’ll be desperate to be up and down the 
road to Stevenage as often as possible to gaze adoringly at a baby girl! 
 
Looking back however, I think we have all managed extremely well in the vacancy. 
 
John has been a fantastic Locum, doing so much more for us all than he needed to and 
being utterly reliable and consideration itself. He will be sorely missed, because as 
Locum, he leaves us when Alison is inducted. I think we are all in agreement that the 
job he took on was not the easiest one, and that without his, and David’s, measured 
and calm approach, this Linked Charge could have been in serious bother. 
 
As it is, I believe, we have made a lot of progress. Good will has grown and because of 
that, we all benefit. 
 
Some of you have been kind enough to say you’ll miss me when I go, but my situation 
is different. Alison, as our new Minister, is given the provision of an OLM as part of the 
Presbytery remit. We have met and she has indicated that she would like me to stay 
on. This will be in a reduced and different capacity which I hope will work out well as I 
am looking forward very much to having more time for the family yet keeping the 
continuity with all of you, which I value very much indeed. 
 
As the future of our Church unfolds, the blessing is that we can be confident that 
God’s Grace reaches out to us; encouraging us, protecting us, sustaining us. 
 
Eph. 2.10 “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do”.  
 
May we all know the blessing of God’s Grace, in the days ahead.  
 
Yours, Oonagh. 


